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Dear Sir, 

An Amendment was filed in this application on December 24, 2002. The Patent Office mailed 
a communication on March 27, 2003, indicating that the Amendment took the claims outside the scope 
of the elected invention, and was therefore non-responsive to the Office Action of August 26, 2002. 

Filed herewith are papers for requesting continued examination of the application under 
37 CFR § 1. 1 14, along with authorization to charge the Deposit Account with the requisite fee. 
Applicants do not agree that the previous Amendment was non-responsive to the pending Office 
Action. Nevertheless, to expedite prosecution, applicants have agreed to request an RCE, thereby 
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providing the Office with additional resources to conduct a search and examination of the claimed 
subject matter. 

Close of previous prosecution 

To the extent necessary to comply with the requirements respecting an RCE, applicants hereby 
request that prosecution of the application on the subject matter in the application preceding the 
amendment of December 24, 2002, be considered closed. 

Entry of previous Amendment 

If not already entered, applicants request that the Amendment of December 24, 2002 be 
entered into the application. Consideration of the application based on the claims and remarks 
submitted on December 24, 2002, is respectfully requested. 

Conclusion 

Should the Patent Office determine that an extension of time or any other relief is required for 
further consideration of this application, applicant hereby petitions for such relief, and authorizes the 
Assistant Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and other fees due in connection with the 
filing of these papers to Deposit Account No. 07-1 139, referencing the docket number indicated 
above. 
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